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Sermon Text: Ps 33:12-22 and Matt 24:3-8, 29-31
Occasion: Remembrance Day prayer service, 9 Nov 2024

Delivered by God

Grace, mercy and peace be to you in the name of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

There are some harsh words in our readings today. In Psalm 33, we read that the king will not be saved by his army nor will warriors be delivered by their own strength. Then Jesus speaks in Matthew declaring there will be wars and rumours of wars which are only be the beginning. We’ll always have war. The reason for these harsh words are given in those passages where they try to point to salvation. Worldly things cannot save, which is why our worldly armies in world conflicts cannot fully stop conflict from arising. True salvation comes from God’s steadfast love and His promise of deliverance from the evils of this world. God reminds us that the promise of paradise is coming and that, until that time, He will steadfastly be beside us and care for us.

But does that mean the efforts of our soldiers are meaningless? That our armies cannot save our king or that they cannot save themselves? No, not exactly. There is good reason why we remember our veterans and armed forces on Remembrance Day. They have fought in conflicts for as long as our nation has existed. They have stood on guard for Canada, ready to sacrifice their lives in order to protect our people and this land. We need only peer into history to see all that has been done for our country. There are many brave men and women who have fallen in various conflicts to ensure our enemies do not touch our soil or overcome our allies, by the grace of God. We cannot say that the efforts of our military are meaningless.

What our Lord is saying through the scriptures is that there will never be an end to the conflicts in this world. Fighting in the conflicts we have is not meaningless for there are lives at stake, but there will be wars and rumours of wars until this world ends. Remembrance Day, under different names, began as a remembrance of those who served during the Fenian Raids in the late 1800s. Those were stopped and Canada was preserved. Then we fought in the Boer War at the end of the 19th century. Our soldiers fought and died in that too. Then our nation came into WWI where service people fought bravely for peace and achieved it. But that did not stop WWII from occurring when we had to defend the world’s safety once more. Then there was the Korean War, and the Afghanistan War, and many other peacekeeping wars. Even now Canada keeps an eye on the war in the Ukraine and listens to the rumour of war in the South China Sea concerning Taiwan. 

Canada has been instrumental in a number of conflicts to achieve peace but a permanent peace is far from us. That is why Christ says there will be wars and rumours of wars which are only the beginning. As long as we are in the world, we will have trouble (John 16:33). This is why we turn to God. As our psalm said, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,” and “He is our help and shield.” Whenever we think of wars and rumours of wars—or earthquakes, or famine, culture wars, and loss of societal values, we should never exclude God from our thoughts and prayers. He will always be there for His people.

The love of the Lord is steadfast. He will never abandon us but always hold open the gates of heaven that we may enter into His grace. When evils in this world arise—on a world scale, a national scale, or even a personal scale—your God remains with you and promises that He will deliver you from these things. He is the one who fights in the heavens for us against the forces of evil in this world. Our enemies are not only flesh and blood but the principalities and powers, spiritual forces tempting the world into sin and destruction (Eph 6:12). Against these, our Lord protects us. He ensures that He offers grace upon grace that our souls may be found perfect and pure in His presence when all is said and done.

So, does that mean the armed forces are meaningless? Absolutely not. For how does God protect His people from worldly evils? Our God calls people to lead and defend the nations of the world, to fight for justice and good. Although many do not heed God’s call and fight for sinful desires, the Lord still raises up people to defend the world. Our God works through people like how He works through His Church. Through the Church, our God calls men to ministry that you might receive forgiveness and salvation through Word and Sacrament. Here you stand forgiven and saved in Christ thanks to what our Lord does here. And God causes many good things in the world by moving people in the Church into the world. Through the Church, God calls people to be His hands and feet to give generously to those in need. Similarly, God will work through the civil realm by establishing rulers to execute justice and armies to defend it (Rom 13:1-4).

Just because there remain wars and rumours of wars does not mean the soldiers in this age or the soldiers of the past have no purpose. God uses them for our good and will continue to use them for our good. Questioning God’s place for the military when wars will continue is like questioning why you should eat food today because you’ll just be hungry tomorrow. Today’s evil is sufficient for itself (cf. Matt 6:34). We should look to how to defend ourselves today and address tomorrow’s war when it arises. We know that our armed forces cannot save everyone—for people die in war—and we know they cannot put an end to all wars everywhere, but we know that it is God’s will that the military be raised up to bring about peace by exercising the Law.

But God will accomplish what the military cannot. They cannot save those who die nor can they put an end to all war, but God can and He will. When Christ comes, he will raise up all those who have died in him and call them to himself. He brought about the salvation of his people by the cross and he will ensure not even death itself can halt life eternal from beating within those who live in him. Mortal wounds will be healed. Cries of agony will be replaced with shouts of joy. And the decay of flesh will be rejuvenated into the freshness of youth. No longer will a person be subject to the whims of a bullet or a bayonet. This salvation is promised to all those who live in Christ. 

And when Christ descends to finally call us out of our graves, all wars will end and rumours of war will cease. Those things are part of this world. But as Christ said, this world will end. The stars will fall from the sky and the heavens will be shaken. The nature of this sinful world will be fully overturned. Conflict will end for that belongs to this fallen world. Bloodshed will end for that belongs to this fallen world. There will be no weapons for they will be beaten into ploughshares and pruning hooks (Micah 4:3). Everything we have and do will be devoted to the glory of God and the good of our neighbours in the world to come. 

Thus shall our armed forces see an end to their task—an end to killing and the need to safeguard against threats, for all people will know God in the world to come and all people will be at peace. Soldiers will finally see an end to their duty for no more will their armed services be needed. They may take up new tasks and turn to new pursuits, free to do as they wish in the kingdom of God. It does not mean what active service people do now is not important, but what they do now does need the help of God. They also need the help of God that they may know the peace which surpasses all understanding in Christ. In that, we are one with them—one with them in need of Christ, his forgiveness, and his peace. Thanks be to God that He faithfully supplies this to us through the means of His Church. As Ps 33 said, blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, for He has chosen His people out of a war-torn world to be found in His Son in the world to come. Amen.

The peace that surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
