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Sermon Text: Genesis 2:18-25
Occasion: 20th Sunday after Pentecost and LWMLC Sunday, 6 Oct 2024

What Is a Woman?

Grace, mercy and peace be to you in the name of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”… 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
    because she was taken out of Man.” (Gen 2)

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League began back in 1942 and many individual groups within the League developed since then. Hope’s own league is 60 years old. It is a collection of women dedicated to the mission of the Church and desirous to work alongside clergy and laity alike to spread the love of Christ through word and action. But why do we need a women’s league? Well, as any married woman can tell you: men need help. 

Men thirst for companionship. This is why, before the Fall into sin, the Lord declared there was one thing not good in the perfect creation: man was alone. Men, we need companionship and women complement us quite nicely. God saw fit to make helpers for us who understand things we don’t, and vice versa. Women are the ones who balance out men and keep society functioning. Yet, both men and women need Christ for their salvation. The sexes may complement each other but the only one who can fully heal hurt hearts is Christ. Thanks be to God that He sent His only Son to redeem both male and female.

Now, of course, I am speaking as if there is a difference between the male and female sex, and there most certainly is. We should recognize that there are differences between men and women or we will get into some confusing and muddy situations, much like our culture is in right now. For example, many women are experiencing social pressure to be bosses, engineers, and other traditional masculine professions while working more than forty hours outside the home. There isn’t anything objectively wrong about a woman pursuing these things but women should be mindful of who they are and what they truly want. There are many women who feel ashamed for wanting to stay at home with their kids, and there are working women past the age of 30 who are despairing that they don’t have kids, let alone a husband. These women are recognizing they have desires different from what society is telling them to have.

The LWMLC desires to serve Christ by serving the Church under pastors. If they listened to the world, they would go rogue and start ordaining themselves to take over leadership in their congregations. I can’t even imagine the LWML doing this, but this is more where society is going because it is not making a distinction between men and women that cuts to our core like the Bible does. There was even a documentary made called “What Is a Woman?” a couple years ago and there were people like a family therapist and gender studies professor who said they did not know what a woman is[footnoteRef:1] and felt offended that we should try to define what a woman is.  [1:  A repeated comment from the interviewed subjects was, “Only a woman can say what a woman is.” While technically an answer, it is not a definition. It is a circular statement where in order to discover what a woman is, you already must know what a woman is. ] 


But why is it important to know what is womanhood and what is manhood? There is definitely a practical purpose, such as being fruitful and multiplying in accordance with God’s command. But there is an aspect of salvation at hand as well: Christ was born a man. Were we to say that women are far too different from men, then could Christ save them? Were the masculinity of man and femininity of woman so far apart to say we are different species, then Christ could only save one of the sexes by sacrificing his body. His body was crucified to raise those who share in the same type of body. If women were completely different, then how could Christ save them? But we know that Christ died not for men only but for all people. He died in sacrifice for women just as much as he sacrificed himself for men. We are all saved in Christ’s humanity crucified at the cross. But this does not mean men and women are identical. They were created differently for different purposes.

So, let us look at this biblically in order to address the secular perspectives around us. First and foremost, a woman has a female body. We see this right at the beginning when the Lord takes a rib from Adam’s side and makes a woman. Quite literally, God “builds” a woman (Gen 2:22). That is what that word means. He uses something from a man and reworks it to make something different. You can see this even down to the DNA where our sex is hardwired into our genetic code. There are many people who have said that God put them in the wrong body but God designed the human body in the beginning and He designed us down to the smallest aspect to be male or female. 

As for the roles of women in society, this also links to your bodies. There are organs, hormones, and genetics that allows for conceiving children and nurturing families. This may sound like the Bible is telling women they must stay at home with the children but this is not true. Proverbs 31 describes the god-fearing woman. There are the things like rearing children and looking towards household affairs; and then there are things like buying property for the household and selling clothing she makes at market—that is, having a home business. In the New Testament, we also see women encouraged to be teachers and caregivers (cf. 1 Tim 5:3-16). Women help out the people around them in all aspects of body and mind. They can even be caregivers of the spirit. In the Old Testament, only Levite men could become priests (Lev 21:1-7) but God did call some women to be prophetesses. In the New Testament, women could not become pastors, but they could become evangelists and deaconesses (1 Tim 2:12-3:13).

So, what we see from a biblical perspective is that men and women are different in body and personal roles but we are still united into one Christ. As the Bible says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal 3:28) When it comes to salvation in Christ, we are all the same. There is no one for whom he did not die and no sin which he cannot forgive through faith.[footnoteRef:2] He is Lord and husband of the Church who gave his life for his bride. He sacrificed himself that she may be raised from death in sin to life in him, and now we in the Church live eternally. But this brings me to an aspect of women that I did not address before: the relation to her husband.  [2:  The unforgivable sin is the rejection of the Holy Spirit and the working of faith.] 


Scripture tells wives to submit to their husbands as they would submit to the Lord (Eph 5:22). If you ask secular women what they dislike the most in what the Bible says to women, they will point to the submission to men. It takes a lot of trust and vulnerability to submit yourself to another person. It is easier to say, “Submit yourself to the Lord.” You are under someone perfect in authority who proved he was willing to forsake the perfection of heaven for a time to die for you in order to give you heavenly blessings. Who wouldn’t trust in the person willing to die for you? Men and women both submit to Christ, but men may not fully understand what it means for a woman to submit herself to her husband as she would to Christ. Being a man myself, I can only reflect the feelings and experiences shared with me, but I will say that it is not easy.

Entrusting yourself to Christ is one thing, but entrusting yourself to a sinner is another. Stories of abuse are unfortunately common. Stories of cheating and divorce are unfortunately common. Many women have had terrible experiences with men and consequently lack the trust necessary to submit. And this is terrible not just for women’s social and physical security but spiritual security. Christ came in the flesh of a man; women have experienced hardship from men; therefore, those women may associate Christ and the Christian Church with the hardship they experienced. Like how a woman may not want to submit to a man, there are women who do not want to submit to Christ. And we should also acknowledge this hurt of the sexes is not exclusive to women. There are also men who have been harmed by women. From what I have seen, a lot of them see the right response as to be more masculine than masculine and dominate women. They do not like Christ because he laid his life down rather than dominate his enemies. The loving, trustworthy Christ is not accepted by those who are hurt. 

Our job as those who are united to Christ is to soothe the hurt. We have to be the ones to show the world that there is nothing to fear in Christ. He offers healing and compassion. For men who have been hurt, show them the love of Christ. He accepts that you have been hurt and is willing to stay with you despite whatever complaints, anger, or tears you offer. Christ himself shows us it is acceptable for a man to cry when he wept for his friend, Lazarus. There is real pain in this world and Christ comes to give us the promise of healing.

For women who have been hurt, show them the love of Christ by being someone they can trust. Be willing to sacrifice time and concern like how Christ sacrificed his life for them. Be someone who can support them as Christ supports you. The reason why they have difficulty trusting is because there have been people who have betrayed their trust. Be the one they can trust and use Christ as your example.

For, if there is anyone we can trust, it is Christ himself. As I said, he forsook his own self-interest in order to save you. He was willing to lay down his life for you as a husband should be willing to lay down his life for his wife (Eph 5:25). Unlike us who can be selfish and not understanding, Christ is the one who selflessly gives of himself at all times. He knows your pain and understands you more than you may realize. Even when other people do not understand or accept you, Christ will remain faithful to you. He will listen to your prayers and continue to offer life and strength through faith. If we are to be trustworthy men and women in our respective roles in life, then we need to follow Christ’s example. He is not only flesh of our flesh but also the Prince of Peace who heals the hurt of our hearts. Amen.

The peace that surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
